Marissa’s Mermaids - Labor Day Update – 09/04/06

All:

Lisa and I wanted to share this update on our fundraising efforts to support the JDRF Walk to Cure Type 1 Diabetes.  We’re sharing this particular message with those of you who have financially supported JDRF or have indicated plans to support this effort.  We are so touched by your prayers and encouraging words expressed for Marissa.  To say that we have been “touched” by you is a major, major understatement.  We genuinely thank you and wish God’s blessings on each of you.

Donors

As of Labor Day, we have received contributions from 72 donors for a total of $10,171.  There are another 20 pledged donors making 92 total.  Adding known pledges, we have reached $10,521!  But in actuality, we have more than 92 donors.  In addition to our fundraising team for Marissa, Shane Summers and Ylka Reiss became team captains with separate fund-raising goals.  Ylka’s team has raised $725 and Shane’s team has raised $1,545.  Combined, Shane & Ylka’s teams have raised $2,270 (which I included in the total figures above).  (Shane & Ylka: Your efforts are truly inspiring!)  After the Walk, Shane & Ylka will share the total number of donors from their teams.  Additionally, there are a couple of organizations who have graciously offered to match their employees’ contributions.  

Walkers

I have sent a separate message to Walkers who plan to join us on September 30.  We have 57 Walkers confirmed so far.  We have requested shirt sizes from all walkers as we plan to order T-shirts the week of September 11-15.  Attached is a near-final draft of what will be printed on the front and back of each shirt.  The shirts will be pink (yes, pink… it’s a medium “azalea” pink, not light pink, not hot pink).  I negotiated hard with Marissa for a more neutral color, but I lost! 
Research

Finally, there are so many amazing research efforts to find a cure for Type 1 Diabetes including phase 1 trials, and even a phase 2 trial in humans.  I know of 3 different research theories which have resulted in cure of diabetes in mice.  Please know that your support of JDRF makes a difference!  JDRF has funded strategies on the following (1) stop the autoimmune attack, (2) beta cell regeneration (i.e. increase the number of insulin producing cells that still remain in a Type 1 diabetic), (3) Islet Cells, (4) K-Cells, (5) Genetics, and many, many more.  The studies on autoimmune attack are the key to me.  There are many, many theories and advances in this area.  Until the autoimmune attack is solved, all other efforts will eventually fail.  Once the autoimmune riddle is solved, the other research efforts will become top priority since we need to increase the insulin-producing capability in Marissa and other diabetics.  For anyone interested in more details, I will be happy to share.  My “summary” document of key research on type 1 diabetes (such as which university, which lab, what type of research, etc.) is 7 pages.  

God bless,
Ken
 

Ken Conway
Vision Partners - "Your Vision, Your Partner"

(972) 390-0002
(775) 205-0631 Fax
Ken.Conway@HRVisionPartners.com
www.HRVisionPartners.com 

Please help sponsor my 5 yr-old daughter’s Walk to Cure Type 1 Diabetes: Sept. 30, 2006. http://walk.jdrf.org/walker.cfm?id=86382889 - 72 donors, 57 walkers, and counting!
